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LETTEE OF PETER MILLER, (BROTHER JA- 
BEZ OF THE EPHRATA COMMUNITY) TO 
JAMES READ, 1776. 

Worthy Sir! 

As I intend to go on a great Jurney to Virginia, I 
would discharge my Duty to you wards before my De- 
parture. We ought to abhorr all War both off — and 
defensive for it is unnatural; and the Party injured 
ought to suffer, as thereby our Master hath conquered 
all his Enemies. It seems, as if the Dispute is only be- 
tween two Parties, and it is supposed, that whosoever 
doth not join with the one, must needs belong to the 
other. But on a strict Examination, this Supposition 
is wrong : for to subject all Men without Distinction to 
the Civil Law, is injurious to the Christian Cause, as 
some may be under a higher Magistrate, and also conse- 
quently emancipated from the civil Government. It is 
very like, that in the present struggle there is a third 
Party, who observe a strict Neutrality: but whether it 
is lawful for any to be so, I donot know, at least is the 
Opposition thereby weakened. When Solon gave Laws 
to the Athenians, he was very severe against this Party 
saying : " Si ob discordiam dissensionemgz seditio atgz 
discessio populi in duas partes fieret, et ob earn causam, 
irritatis animis utrimqz, anna caperentur pugnare- 
turqz, turn qui in eo tempore in eoqz casu civilis dis- 
cordire non alterutrae partisese adjunxerit, sed soli- 
tarius separatusqz a communi malo civitatis seressent, 
is domo, patria fortunisqz omnibus careto, exsul ex- 
torresqz esto." Vide A. Gell noc. Abt : Lib. 11 cap 12 : 

In all Probability, when Peace is re-establish 'd be- 
tween the two contending Parties, neither of them will 
think well of the third Party, which might in Time 
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produce disagreeable Events and raise a Persecution, 
if God will permit it. The first mention of Government 
is made Gen: 3 but it extended then not father than 
over the Wife, in order to restrain her from criminal 
Conversation with the Spirits of Deceit : but that one 
Individual should bring under Obedience another, was 
not then the divine Intention ; yet when Menkind multi- 
plied so fast, the Evil grew so much, that it could not be 
restrained neither by the Sword or Gallows. Also must 
now among these Men-Beasts be introduced an Author- 
ity, in Order to curb them in their Insolence; and as 
this is a tedious Business, being occasioned by the wick- 
edness of mankind, I have with them the most tender 
Compassion, and wish from all my Heart, that the Time 
would appear, in which all Magistracy would be abro- 
gated, and the World befilled with innocent men, who 
would not stand in need of any Government. And here 
I communicate to you another Quotation from Gellius, 
for he conversed with St. Paul in the Suburbs of Ath- 
ens, when Paul talked to him in manner following: 
"Virum sepientum non peceaturum esse, etiamsi pe- 
ceasse eum Dii et homines ignoraturi forent, non eum 
pocnae ant inf amice Metu non esse peccandum, sed justi 
honestiqz studio et officio. Si qui tamen non essent tali 
ingenio vel disciplina praediti, uti se vi sua ae sponte 
facile a peceanda tenerent, eos omnes [torn] percare 
proclivius existimabat, [torn] posse id peceatum putar- 
ent, impunitatemqz ex ea latebra sperarent." Vid. A. 
Gell : Lib : xii cap. xi. 

I humbly conceive that the Church should be under 
the sole Government of the holy Ghost, and therefore 
exempted from civil Government: but I take here the 
Word Church in the strictest sense, having no Pos- 
sessions in this World. It is now forty-one years, when 
I listed under the Banner of Christ, and since that Time 
as temporal Authority had over me any Power. Soon 
after I had listed, we were put to Lancaster Goal for 
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refusing to pay the Single-men's Tax: for as we then 
hath been so useful to the country, we claimed the same 
Immunity, which by Theodosius M. and other christian 
Emperors was granted to the Fathers of the Egyptian 
Desarts, whose Lives we followed etsi non possibus 
wquis. The Result was, that personal Freedom was 
granted, but a Tax laid upon the Estate, against which 
we made no Objection. 

You please here to observe, in what Relation we 
stand to the civil Government, and yet it pleased God, 
to lay a Part of the present Struggle upon our Hearts, 
seeing that the Sword maketh such a Devastation 
among our Fellow-Creatures : and my Opinion is, that 
if the good People of this Province had stood better for 
the Cause of God, the stroke might have been prevented. 
This Province stood many Years under the immediate 
Protection of God, as the French Invasion is a Witness 
30 years ago, we had then no Force to trust upon ; but 
at present hath the Lord our God lost his Honour, and 
how He shall regain it, I do not know. 

Notwithstanding all this do we wait upon better 
Times ; which to introduce, it is easy matter with God, 
altho' the mode is to us incomprehensible, for we 
know nothing. Your Remark is just : that before Day- 
break is the greatest Darkness : by all appearance are 
we come to the Evening of the sixth Day of this World, 
whether the ensuing Sabbath shall have therewith con- 
nexion, without the Interposition of Night, is uncertain. 
All the Days of Creation are made from Evening and 
Morning, except the Sabbath, for of him it is only said : 
et benedixit Deus disi septimo, et sanctificavit cum. 
Gen. 2. which rendered the Case probable, as if the 
Transit from the sixth to the seventh Day shall be with- 
out an intervening Night. I have not the Gifts of 
Prophesy, yet do I think, that the seventh Period of the 
World is nigh at Hand: if you live so long, you shall 
see with delectation, how Warriors unbend their Bows, 
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sheath their Swords, and convert their Spears into 
Sickles: for the Land shall then be full of the knowl- 
edge of the Lord, as the Bottom of the Sea is covered 
with Water. The Beast and the Whore shall then be 
put alive in the firey Lake, and have there their nuptial 
Feast, whilst the Children of the Superior Woman shall 
have theirs on the Earth, & the Dragon, the principal 
Cause of all Wars, shall be chained and put to Dungeon. 
This chain can be nothing else, but the Philadelphian 
Love acquired under many Tribulations. The Concord 
and Peace of the Saints on Earth is the great Bull- 
wark against the Powers of Darkness. 

Before I take my leave, I intend to trouble you with 
another Quotation and that from Tasiti Annalium Libro 
xiii, where he says: Et Pomponia Graeiena, insignis 
femina, Plantio, qui ovans se de Britanis retutit, nupta, 
a c Superstitionis externa rea, marti judicio permissa. 
Isqz priseo instituto, propinquis coram, the ceapite 
f amaqz conjugis cognovit, et insontem nunteavit. Longa 
husi Pomponiae aetas et continua tristitia fuit: nam 
post Juliam Drusi filiam dolo Messalinae interfectam, 
per quatroginta Annos non cultu nisi lugubri, non animo 
nisi miesto egit. Itqz illi imperitante Claudio impune, 
mox ad gloriam vertit. ' ' If this Matron was christian, 
as I do not doubt she was, for Superstitio externa can- 
not be interpreted in another way: it appears, that 
Christians have been at Rome at the Time of Claudius. 
I should be fond to see such Matrons in our Days : but 
the Spirit of God has now met with so many Obstruc- 
tions, that no man goeth farther in the Christian cause, 
than is permitted by Self-interest. I pity very much 
your Case, as also all, which bear any Office, for the 
Generality is much corrupted and inclined to Anarchy, 
arising without Reason on Conscience. I hope your in- 
ward Guide will intrust you in the fluctuating situation 
of our present affairs, since we are brought between 
two Fires. I have hitherto been actuated by Principles 
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of Love, and I hope not to deviate therefrom, let the 
consequence be what it will: for Wrath is very much 
incensed, and would influence all human Beasts, if no 
Eesistance is made. I spoke to all the Gentlemen Pris- 
oners about the Illegality of their Errand, and have 
found them all well disposed ; but to make War against 
Flesh and Blood, as our Brethren the first Christians 
did, is beneath their Dignity. I take herewith my 
Leave, recommending You to the Favours of God and 
am 

Worthy Sir 
your obedient Servant 

Peter Muller. 
Ephrata the 10th of Oct. 

1776. 
To James Bead Esq. 



